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2021-22 Draft LADWP Operations Plan 
 

Inyo County Water Department  
 



2020-21 Conditions and Operations 

     
 

2020-21 Pumping 

2020-21 Runoff 
 
Approximately 303,013 acre-feet or 75% of normal. Runoff forecast was 74% of normal 
 
The forecast is usually a good predictor of actual runoff.  

2020-21 Water Levels 
 
Indicator Wells:  At 46 indicator wells the average DTW decline was 2.0 ft.   
 
Average predicted decline was 2.7 ft.  
 

W.F   Laws   Bishop   Big  
Pine   

Taboose -   
Aberdeen   

Thibaut -   
Sawmill   

Ind. -   
Oak   

Symmes -   
Shep.   

Bairs -   
George   

Lone   
Pine   

Total 
AF/year 

Planned   10,460   12,685   23,695   19,500   11,160   10,470   960   2,820   980   93.000 ,   
Actual   9,650   10,460   14,573   15,422   10,961   7,911   1,047   2,401   983   73,410   
  



April 2021 Groundwater Levels at Indicator Wells 

Wellfield 2020-2021 
change 

2021 average from 
baseline 

  ft ft 
Laws -4.3 -0.7 
Big Pine -0.6 0.9 
Taboose-Aberdeen -3.2 -1.5 
Thibaut-Sawmill -1.5 3.0 
Independence-Oak -1.1 -3.8 
Symmes-Shepherd -0.3 -5.4 
Bairs-George -2.1 -0.8 
Average of all ind. wells -2.0 -1.5 

13 of 46 indicator wells are above baseline in April 2021 



April 2021 DTW Conditions 
Some wellfields near or below baseline 
but DTW below baseline in:  
 
• Parts of Laws and Bishop 
• Northern TA 
• Southern TS to Symmes-Shepherd 
 

n= 175 wells 
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2020 Conditions and Operations 

Avg. wellfield and control 
perennial cover same as baseline 
 
Avg. grass cover below baseline in 
wellfields  
 
Average shrub cover above 
baseline  













Water Agreement Process 

Inyo/LA Water Agreement Section IV.D “Annual Operations Plan” 
 

• Draft plan provided by April 20th each year 
 

• County has 10 days to review and provide comments 
 

• Technical Group meeting within 10 days to review County’s 
comments  
 

• LADWP has 10 days to finalize the Operations Plan 
 



2021-2022 LADWP Operations Plan 

Runoff Forecast 
 
Owens Valley runoff: 55% of 
normal (226,800 ac-ft) 
 



2021-2022 LADWP Operations Plan 

Planned Uses in the Owens Valley 

2021-2021  
Irrigation:  40,760  

Stockwater: 10,490 
 

1981-1982 
Irrigation:  46,680  

Stockwater: 13,762 
 

 



2021-2022 LADWP Operations Plan 

LADWP Proposed Groundwater Pumping 

Between 64,600 and 78,980 AF pumping planned for 2021-2022 



2021-2022 LADWP Operations Plan 

Indicator Well Predictions  (n =46) 
 
Pumping: 64,600 AF 
 
 Indicator wells predict an average 1 foot decline in DTW 
 DTW declines in 34 indicator wells (exceptions in TS, IO, SS, BG) 
 DTW above baseline in 6 wells in central BP, TS and BG 
  
Pumping: 78,980 AF 
 
 Indicator wells predict an average 1.6 foot decline in DTW  
 DTW declines in 41 indicator wells  
 DTW only above baseline in 3 wells in TS  
  
  



April 2022 Groundwater Levels at Indicator Wells 

Wellfield 2022 average change 
LADWP, 78,980 

2022 average from 
baseline, 78,980 

2022 avg. change  
Minimum, 54,445 

  ft ft ft 

Laws -3.2 -3.8 -2.3 
Big Pine -1.9 -1.0 -1.3 
Taboose-Aberdeen -1.1 -2.5 0.8 
Thibaut-Sawmill  -0.9 +2.1 0.3 
Ind.-Oak -1.3 -5.0 -0.5 
Symmes-Shepherd -0.3  -5.7 0.2 
Bairs-George -1.4 -2.2 0.2 



April 2022 Groundwater Levels at Indicator Wells 

Predicted water levels relative to baseline 

Wellfield 2022 average change 
LADWP,  78,980 

2022 average from 
baseline, 78,980 

2022 avg. change  
ICWD, 59,377 

  ft ft ft 

Laws -3.2 -3.8 -2.3 
Big Pine -1.9 -1.0 -1.3 
Taboose-Aberdeen -1.1 -2.5 0.0 
Thibaut-Sawmill  -0.9 +2.1 0.1 
Ind.-Oak -1.3 -5.0 -0.5 
Symmes-Shepherd -0.3  -5.7 0.0 
Bairs-George -1.4 -2.2 0.0 



LADWP and ICWD Proposed Groundwater Pumping 

Wellfield LADWP Low 
(64,600 AF) 

LADWP High  
(78,980AF) 

In-Valley Min 
(54,445 AF) 

ICWD recommended 
(59,377AF) 

  

Laws 8,900 9,400 6,000 6000 
Bishop 12,000 12,000 12,000 12,000 
Big Pine 20,500 23,000 19,225 19,225 
Taboose-Aberdeen 5,300 8,880 300 4,000 
Thibaut-Sawmill 8,000 11,000 8,000 8,432 
Independence-Oak 7,000 8,800 6,420 6,420 
Symmes-Shepherd 1,200 2,900 1200 1,800 
Bairs-George 800 2,100 400 600 
Lone Pine 900 900 900 900 



2021-2022 LADWP Operations Plan 

Summary 
 
• Reduced irrigation deliveries compared with 1981-82 anticipating reduced 

creek flows due to low runoff 
 

• LADWP pumping between 64,600 and 78,980 AF 
 

• Water levels in most indicator wells will be below baseline in 2021-22 
 

• ICWD recommended pumping 59,377 AF 
 

• Reduces water level declines near degraded vegetation parcels or 
where DTW is below baseline. 
 

• Pumping above minimum if water levels will be stable 
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