Inyo/Los Angeles Standing Committee Meeting — Agenda Item #1

INYO/LOS ANGELES
STANDING COMMITTEE

Dedicated to the advancement of mutual cooperation

MEMORANDUM

Date: March 1, 2021

Subject: Documentation of Actions Taken by the Standing Committee at the October 15,
2020 Meeting.

The Standing Committee’s policy is to document any actions taken by the Committee in a
memorandum at the subsequent meeting. Standing Committee members present at the October
15,2020 video conference meeting hosted by Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
were: Inyo County; Supervisors Rick Pucci and Matt Kingsley, Water Commissioners Teri Red
Owl and Randy Keller, County Administrative Officer Clint Quilter, County Counsel Marshall
Rudolph, and Water Director Aaron Steinwand, and for Los Angeles: Board of Water & Power
Commissioners Susana Reyes and Nicole Neeman Brady; Senior Assistant General Manager for
Water Richard Harasick, Director of Water Operations Anselmo Collins, Aqueduct Manager
Adam Perez, and Deputy City Attorney David Edwards.

Actions taken at the October 15, 2020 meeting, in the order considered by the Committee:
Agenda Item #1 - Approval of documentation of actions from the May 185, 2020 meeting
The Standing Committee approved the October 15, 2020 memorandum entitled: Documentation

of Actions Taken by Standing Committee at the May 15, 2020 Meeting.

The meeting agenda also included update on Owens Valley runoff and operation, plus status
updates on Inyo/Los Angles Water Agreement mitigation projects and Well W385 operational
test.



EASTERN SIERRA
CURRENT PRECIPITATION CONDITIONS
February 23, 2021

Weighted Average of Owens Valley Snow Pillows
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2021 EASTERN SIERRA

RUNOFF FORECAST
February 1, 2021

APRIL THROUGH SEPTEMBER RUNOFF

MOST PROBABLE REASONABLE REASONABLE LONG-TERM MEAN
VALUE MAXIMUM MINIMUM (1966 - 2015)
(Acre-feet) (% of Avg.) (% of Avg.) (% of Avg.) (Acre-feet)
MONO BASIN: 65,600 65% 78% 53% 100,782
OWENS RIVER BASIN: 167,300 56% 69% 43% 298,151

APRIL THROUGH MARCH RUNOFF

LONG-TERM MEAN

(1966 - 2015)
(Acre-feet)

MOST PROBABLE REASONABLE REASONABLE
VALUE MAXIMUM MINIMUM
(Acre-feet) (% of Avg.) (% of Avg.) (% of Avg.)
MONO BASIN: 81,800 69% 82% 55%
OWENS RIVER BASIN: 249,100 61% 74% 49%

NOTE - Owens River Basin includes Long, Round and Owens Valleys (not incl Laws Area)

MOST PROBABLE - That runoff which is expected if median precipitation occurs after the forecast date.

REASONABLE MAXIMUM - That runoff which is expected to occur if precipitation subsequent to the

forecast is equal to the amount which is exceeded on the average once in 10 years.

REASONABLE MINIMUM - That runoff which is expected to occur if precipitation subsequent to the

forecast is equal to the amount which is exceeded on the average 9 out of 10 years.

119,103

405,696

2021 Runoff Forecast forecasl 2/11/2021 1:27 PM
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Standing Committee Agenda Item 3

INYO/LOS ANGELES
STANDING COMMITTEE

Dedicated to the advancement of mutual cooperation

MEMORANDUM
To: Inyo/Los Angeles Standing Committee
From: Technical Group
Date: March 1, 2021

Subject:  Agenda ltem 3: Update on the Blackrock Waterfowl Management Area
project

The 1,500 acre Blackrock Waterfowl Management Area (BWMA) is one of the four
physical features of the Lower Owens River Project (LORP), implemented by the Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) and managed jointly by LADWP and
Inyo County (County) post-implementation. The goal of the BWMA is to “maintain this
waterfow! habitat area to provide the opportunity for the establishment of resident and
migratory waterfowl populations as described in the EIR and to provide habitat for native
species. Diverse natural habitats will be created and maintained through flow and land
management, to the extent feasible, consistent with the needs of the “habitat indicator
species” for the Blackrock Waterfow/ Habitat Area. These habitats will be as self-
sustaining as possible” (1997 MOU).

Section 11.C.4 of the 1997 MOU defines that the BWMA will be managed in the following
manner: “Approximately 500 acres of the habitat area will be flooded at any given time in
a year when the runoff to the Owens River Watershed is forecasted to be average or
above. In years when the runoff is forecasted to be less than average, the water supply
to the area will be reduced in general proportion to the forecasted runoff in the
watershed...”

The LORP was implemented in late 2006 and the acreage flooded in the BWMA has
been set every year by the Standing Committee through a process defined in the LORP
Post-Implementation Funding Agreement and the 1997 MOU. Since implementation,
management of BWMA under this legal direction has created and maintained waterfowl
habitat as intended, but has also resulted in considerable cattail and bulrush
encroachment, reduced open water in the units, and a subsequent decline in habitat
quality following the first year of flooding each waterfowl unit.

LADWP and the County have drafted a five-year Interim Management and Monitoring
Plan for the BWMA (Interim Plan) and released it for review by the MOU Parties on
February 5, 2021. The Interim Plan proposes a seasonal flooding regime to flood 500
acres of the BWMA each year from fall to mid-spring with full dry down in the summer
months. This approach is intended to increase the extent of open water and reduce the



Standing Committee Agenda ltem 3

extent of cattail and bulrush in the BWMA, which is predicted to also improve habitat
quality for waterfowl and shorebirds. The variable flooded acreage defined in the MOU
will not be applied during the Interim Plan period.

LADWP and the County met with the MOU Parties on February 17, 2021 to introduce
and discuss concepts of the Interim Plan. LADWP and Inyo County are presently
responding to numerous technical questions and comments provided by the Sierra Club,
the Owens Valley Committee, and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and
revising the plan accordingly. The MOU parties also requested the plan include
opportunities for MOU party inclusion in the management process so they can be
informed of the evaluation of monitoring results and adaptive management decisions as
the revised project is implemented. The MOU Parties and their legal counsel are
evaluating possible mechanisms necessary to implement the Interim Plan beginning in
the fall 2021 through spring 2026.
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Inyo/Los Angeles Standing Committee Meeting
March 1, 2021 — Agenda ltem #4

INYO/LOS ANGELES
STANDING COMMITTEE

Dedicated to the advancement of mutual cooperation

MEMORANDUM
Date March 1, 2021
To: Inyo/Los Angeles Standing Committee
From: Inyo County and Los Angeles Department of Water and Power staff
Subject: Item 4. Progress report on evaluation of McNally Ponds and Pasture Project.
Background

The McNally Ponds and Native Pasture Project (Project) was developed in the 1980s and
included as mitigation in the Long Term Water Agreement’s 1991 EIR for significant adverse
vegetation decreases and changes in Laws due to a combination of factors. The Project
description was provided in the Laws/Poleta Area E/M Projects CEQA Initial Study:

Approximately 60 acres of ponds located south of the Lower McNally Canal and west of
U.S. Highway 6, will be provided water annually during the waterfowl season September
through January. Water will be diverted through existing ditches and headgates from
the Lower McNally Canal. (Section 17, T6S, R33E).

Approximately 300 acres of native pasture will be provided water from existing diversion
from the Lower McNally Canal within Sections 16 and 35, T6S, R33E, and MDB&M during
the growing season April through September.

Figure 1 shows the project components in the Laws wellfield, related production wells, and
diversions relevant to the ponds and pasture located west of U.S. Highway 6. The current
management and water supply for the pasture in the southeastern portion of the Laws wellfield
meets the project goals and should continue. In 2020, the pasture west of the highway was
supplied with pumped water from well 247W, and the ponds were supplied with pumped water
from wells 248W and 249W. Although the ponds are used for hunting occasionally, the habitat
value of the pond and associated vegetation is minimal. Given the low habitat value, the
Standing Committee has often agreed to not supply the ponds or pasture in drought years
when surface water is limited or to reduce pumping near groundwater dependent vegetation in
the Laws wellfield. As a result, the project has been supplied water approximately one-third of
the time since its inception.

At its October 15, 2020 meeting, the Standing Committee concurred with the Inyo and LADWP
staff recommendation that an evaluation of the existing McNally Ponds project and potential
alternatives be initiated and progress reported to the Standing Committee at this meeting.
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Figure 1. Major features of the Laws well field, including McNally Ponds and Pasture E/M
Project, and production wells associated with the project and for other irrigation in Laws.

Evaluation Progress

2 Mlles

The intent of the evaluation is to investigate and design a final project that accomplishes the
mitigation goals for the project in the Water Agreement and 1991 EIR. The water supply for the
project must be secure and management operations sustainable to ensure the project provides

optimal habitat and recreational benefits for the amount of groundwater supplied. Under

CEQA an alternative project must provide equal or greater mitigation value than the current
project. Inyo and LADWP staffs have cooperatively designed the components and methods for
the evaluation. It will include an examination of management operations, pumping effects,
consistency with existing regulatory and legal requirements, and habitat benefits for the
existing project location and alternatives.

The pasture west of U.S. 6 can be supplied in summer by well 247W or Owens River water

diverted into the Lower McNally canal. After consulting with the lessee, Inyo and LADWP staff
recommend the pasture component of the project continue to be supplied with surface water
when available or by well 247W. The lessee has recommended adjustments to the timing of

water delivery to the pasture, and LADWP staff may assess options that could improve pasture
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Existing Area
McNally Ponds

Fa_nners

Figure 2. Present location of McNally Ponds and Pasture Project, an alternative project location
near Farmers Pond, and associated production wells and water conveyances.

condition as part of their ongoing land management activities. The remainder of this report will
focus on the evaluation of the McNally ponds and alternatives.

In 2016, staff scouted for alternative locations that would provide better habitat and recreation
value with fewer water supply difficulties. One alternative identified would use surface water
from the Bishop Creek Canal to increase ponded acreage in basins located east of Farmer’s
pond (Figure 2). The existing Farmer’s pond (green outline) is a mitigation measure in the EIR.
The eastern basins are usually dry but have existing water conveyance and berms used by
LADWP for water spreading in extreme runoff years. The alternative basins are located within a
few miles of the McNally Ponds, and their setting and existing vegetation conditions suggest a
greater potential for increased habitat value.

Substantial progress has been made determining the water conveyance demands and capacity
as well as the groundwater evaluation. The McNally ponds can be supplied by the Lower
McNally canal or by wells 248W and 249W. In dry years, LADWP typically does not divert water
into the McNally canals, which have significant conveyance losses, and wells that can provide
water directly to the ponds can enter Off-status according to Green Book procedures. The
project has been supplied using water from the Owens River diverted into the Lower McNally
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Canal in some high runoff years, but the requirement for water delivery to the ponds in the fall
(October-December) typically occurs after most diversions for water spreading or aqueduct
operations cease. The evaluation of the McNally ponds includes groundwater model scenarios
of pumping to supply the ponds consistently from the existing wells. Wells 248W and 249W
currently withdraw water from deep and shallow aquifers, but the groundwater modeling also
includes an assessment of pumping if the wells were redesigned to pump only from the deep
aquifer. The initial set of groundwater model runs have been completed and presentations of
the results of the evaluation are in preparation. Analyses of biologic resources at the McNally
ponds and development of potential alterations to land management to improve habitat
conditions will begin after the operations and groundwater pumping analyses are completed.

Based on our initial assessment, the Farmer’s Pond alternative may be compatible with current
surface water operations of the Bishop Creek canal and ditches. Those conveyances supply
numerous existing downstream uses that any new project must accommodate while complying
with the Hillside Decree. The Hillside Decree requires that uses downstream of the wells in
Bishop (west of the Owens River) exceed pumping. Because of pumping capacity limits and
requirements to supply other uses, a project at the alternate Farmer’s Pond location would
likely need to be supplied water beginning in the fall through the spring to successively wet the
series of ponds. The current McNally Ponds project is only provided water from October
through December. Extending the months that the ponds are flooded could increase the
benefit of the alternate project to waterfowl or shorebirds by providing habitat during both the
fall and spring migration seasons without increasing total water usage. Finally, staff
recommends an operational test be conducted to assess the feasibility, operations, and
conditions of the resulting wetted ponds before adopting any permanent change to the existing
McNally ponds project.

The evaluation includes groundwater model scenarios of pumping to supply the expanded
Farmer’s ponds from wells in Bishop located near the ditches that convey water to the area.
Well 410W is the only well upstream that can directly supply the project, but it also supplies
other uses in Bishop. Wells located downstream of the diversion to Farmer’s pond can also
supply uses currently supplied by 410W and thus are included in the groundwater pumping
evaluation. Proposed new well B-2 in west Bishop could also supply uses downstream of the
Farmer’s Pond diversion or directly to Farmer’s Pond. Initial groundwater model runs to assess
different pumping scenarios among the available wells have been completed and presentation
of the results of the evaluation are in preparation.

A desktop cultural resource evaluation was conducted in December of 2020. The findings
indicated that there do not appear to be any resources present that would preclude the
Farmers Pond extension. However, if substantive repair of existing or new structures are
necessary, additional on-site investigations will be required. Analyses of biologic resources and
potential habitat at the Farmer’s ponds will begin after the hydrologic analyses are completed.
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