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__LORP FEIR ADDENDUM FOR SEASONAL HABITAT FLOW AUGMENTATION - MAY 2010

SECOND REVISED ADDENDUM TO THE 2004 FINAL LORP EIR

PROPOSED PROJECT

The propesed project is for the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (“LADWP”) and the
Coutity: of Inyo (“County™) to amend the description of the Lower Owens River Project. (“LORP”)
to add augmentation of seasonal habitat flows, up to a flow of 200 fs in the river below the River
Intake and an increase in the magnitude and/or duration:of the flows as adaptive ménagement
mesasutes which may be selected for implementation. Neither the implementation of a measure by
itself; mor implementation of the measures in combination. will increase the amount of water by-
passed to the Delta by more than 928 acre-fect per year.

PROJEC‘I‘ LOCATION | -

The Lower Owens River Project (“LORP”) is located in Inyo County, at the southern-end of Owens

Valley and eastern toe of the Sierra Nevada, The project site is located approximately 5 miles south
of Tinemaha Reservoir and extends to the Owens River conflience with Owens Dry Lake, cast of
Highway 395 (Figure 1),

HISTORY OF LORY AND AUMENTATION OF SEASONAL HABITAT FLOWS

The Lower- Owens. River Rewatering Enhancementﬂ\fimgatwn Project was initiated in 1986 by
LADWP-and Iiyo County. The project was one of i:wenty—ﬁve Enhanoement/Mmgahon Projects
_ Jomt}y mplemented by the two agencies between 1984 and 1990, Under the project, up to 18,000
- ~acre-feet per your was to be released from the Blackrock spillgate to maintain a centinuous flow in
" the Lower Owens River from the Blackrock area to the Owens River Delta, The objective of the
' project was ‘to improve habitat for waterfowl, shorebirds, and fish in the river corridor and at the
-Delta. In addition, water was to be supplied to the pro;ect through various spillgates along the
Aqueduct to support the following lakes: Upper and Lower Twin Lakes, Goose Lake, Thibaut
‘Ponds, and Billy Lake. As stated in paragraph 3 on page 4-3 of the 2004 Fmal EIR for the LORE,

the Lower Owens River Rewatering Bnhancement/Mitigation Project was replaced by the LORP.

-The originial scope of the LORP was described in the 1991 Inyo County/Los Angeles Long Term
Water Agreement and in the 1991 EIR that addressed the Water Agreement. The scope. of the
T.ORP was expanded and further modified by the following documents:

« 1997 MOU

J 2002 Ecosystem Management Plan for the Lower Owens River Project prepared
by Ecosystem Sciences, Ine.

. 2004 FRIR for the LORP

e 2006 Final Supplemental BIR

TORP FEIR Addendum -1 ‘ May 2010

T S




e

P I 7 T e ATy M e B

LORP FEIR ADDENDUM FOR SEASONAL HABITAT FLOW AUGMENTATION — MAY 2010

2007 Addendum on Flow Measuring Stations.

2008 Lower Owens River Project Monifér’ing,_ Adaptive Management and

‘Reporting Plan prepared by Ecosystem Scignces, Inc.

Augmentation of Seasonal Habitat Flews. The 1997 MOU makes no rcference to. the.
augmenfatlon of seasonal habitat flows..

The first decument to make reference to seasondl habitat flow augraentation for the LORP is the
August 2002 Ecosystem Science Lower Owens River Project Ecosystem Management Plan which
speeifies under Table 2 Riverine-Riparian System Adaptive Management Measures, page 83 the
following 4s it relates to beasonal habitat flow au gmentatmn

: Table2 i?_iver_inje-sl{ip arian- SyS_te_m Adapiive Man-ggemgnif_Megsures.

_PURPOS.E

MONIT ORING TI{IGGER

Abhleve habltax Managemant

Objectives ifthe Managemernt
Objectives are not being met
‘because. the seasonal ﬂow
raleage is
‘Conserve “water if habitat
Management

msufﬁcmnt

Ob}echves'
won’t be compromised.

achieved will be

-Momtormg data mdmate that the-
.vegetation Management Objectives are
| not bemg achieved because the flow
“releass is of insufficient magnitude. A

dctermmatxon that the vegetation
Management Objectives are, not being
achieved  will be . based upon
thonitoring data that show _npanan
plants are not being fecruited (within
the first five yéars) or sustained through
time (within the fifieen year-monitoring
period) In aréas subjedt 1o out-of

channel flooding from seasonal habitat
flows. A determiination that the habitat

Management Objectives are not being |
based upon
monitoring data that show no trends in
habitat characteristics ‘that relate to
understory structure and composition
and recruitment that are impor'tant to
the “habitat indicator species" and

ppem_ailz“ status  wildlife  species,

inchsding plants of concem to Native

Americans.

MBASURE DESCRIPTION
Modiﬁcatlon ' Adjust amount -
of magmmde of = sedsonal
| of  seasonal | habitat - flow
habitat. ﬂewq | released at River
{Intake and/or
| release  water
from spillgatgs
LORP PEIR Addendum
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LORP FEIR ADDENDUM EOR SEASQNA?I; HABITAT FLOW AUGMENTATION - MAY 2010

The second document fo make reference to seasonal habitat flow augmentation is the 2004 FEIR
for the LORP. In section 2.3.5.3 Seasonal Habitat I‘lows page 2-21 states the following as it relates
to seasonal habitat flow augmen’fahon

The seasonal habitat flow will be relensed ﬁom z‘ke szer Intake and will not be

augmented by water released from spillgates dawnsiream of the River Intake, except
as noted in Section 2.3.3.4 :

The 2004 FEIR for the LORP under Section 2.3.5.4 Water Quality Monitoring for Seasonal Habitat
Flows, page 2-22 states-the following,

Ifit is determinied that o water -quality threshold identified in Table 2-9 has been

exceeded at a monitoring statiot, water will. be-reléased 1o, the river through the

spiligate linked to that monitoring station fo create a refuge for fish.in the spzligate
channel cmd at t}ze confluence with tke river below: the spzlfgﬂte ckannel

’I‘ abie 2 19 on page 2 80 of the 2004 LORP FE_:IR‘also 1deni1fxes nmdlﬁcat{on of the ramping

The 2006 Final Supplemental EIR. makes no. reference i augmentatwﬁ of seasonal habltat flows.

The 2007 Addendum on Flow Medsuﬂng Statmns makes no: referenoe to augmentatmn of seasonal
habitat flows. . _

Reference to. augmentatwn of seasonal habltat flows is found ‘in the 2(}08 Lower Owens River
Project Momtonng, Adaptive Management and Reporting Plan prepared by Ecosystem Sciences,

ne. In Section 3.0, page 3-8, Adaptwc Management Measnré 3. Modify the magmtude and/or
duration: Df seasonai ‘Thabitat ﬂows ' -

Prediction of vegetution, community and habitat tupes throughout the riverine-
riparian corridor could not account for channel loss wncertainty (e.g., whether
lower channel releases will receive 200 ¢fs). Monitoring will determine if’
geomorphic surfaces expected to suppori riparian vegetation will be inmundated and
weather Vegetalion response meets pro_;ect goals* In the event project goals are not
being met in lower reachies of the Fiver, augmenfahon of flows or increased duraiion
of Rows will be modified accordingly.

Additionally, Section 3.9, page 3-23-24, provides in pertinent part:

However, the adequacy of the seasonal habitat flows to achieve expected vegetation and
habitat outcomes (effectiveness. monitoring) will be determined by monitoring flow, flood
extent, vegetatzon, habitat and lond use. In the évent expectations ave. not met, seasonal
habitat flows. may require qugmentation from higher intake releases, augmentation from
spill gates, or modification of the flow duration and ramping rates.
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The project analyzed in the 2004 LORP FEIR involves restoring a water flow of approximately 40
cfs thronghout approximately 62 miles of the historic Owens River chaane] that was dried up when
the Los Angeles Aqueduct was constructed. As desciibéd below, as part of the project, the
environmental impacts of a seasondl habitat flow in the river of up-to 200 cfs were analyzed as was

the gugmentation of seasenai habitat flows for water quahty purpeses in the fi rst three years of the
projeet, :

Currently Proposed ?roj ect Mcdificaﬁans ----- g

Augmentation of Seasonal Habitat Flows Upon feview: Gf the petfinent sections-in:the reference
documents LADWP has determined that there are-inconsistencies between the 2004 LORP FEIR,
August 2002 Eeosystem Science Lower Owens River ?I‘OJGC’E Beosystem Management Plan, and
the 2008 Monitoring; Adaptive Management and Reporfing Plan regarding augmentation, of

-seasonal habitat® flows. With regard ‘io augrnentatlon of the seasonal habitat flows,; these
-inconsistencies are addressed as follovs: L

':., “The first senfence of the eighth. paragraph of sectwn 2 3. 5 3 ol page 2-21 of the 2004 LORP

FEIR is amended to read (deletions are shown by: stnkeover and additions are shown in
italics): .

Bxcept as noted in Section 2.3.54, and in aceordance with the provisions of fhis
sectzon, the seasonal habltat ﬂews wﬂl be releascd froro the River Intake. fn the

Flow. objectives-arenot"
wﬁze River fnrake and ;f S

measure i zmpiemented ﬂows will be mm géd 50 that the amount of the
‘augmented flow in the larget reach or reaches of the river is in accordance with the
recommended flow; however, the flows will be mandged so that the maximum
release from River Intake.is 200 ofs, (although additional releases will be made
ﬁom spifl gates as necessary below the River }ntake} ::md . ‘mzmum o no

s Table2-19 on pages 2-79 and 2-80 of the 2004 L.ORP FEIR is revised as shown below.

® The seﬁten(:e in section 1 1 4 3 which is the las't hne of 'the ﬁrst paragraph on page 1 1~21 of

the M{;)U LADWP has committed to provxde and mamtam a baseﬂow 0f approxzmatel? 40
cfs throughout the river,

LORP FEIR Addendum 4
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LORP FEIR ADDENDUM FOR SEASONAL HABITAT FLOW AUGMENTATION — MAY 2010

IMPACT ANALYSIS

A-nalysis of Impacts of the Proposed Project Modiﬁcaﬁi}ﬂ;

The release of 4 seasonsl habitat flow of up to 200 cfs. and e augmentatmn of the seasonal habitat
flow of up to 200 cfs throughout the siver for water- quah ty. puTposes diring the first three years-of
the project were addressed in the FEIR and it was found that such flows.and such augmentation
would cause no significant Impacts on the environment. In addition, the FEIR analyzed the
potential-impacts.of a 200 efs flow througheut the river as part of its analyms of the 150 cfs pump
station alternathe and concluded that there would be no SLgmﬁg,ant impacts of such. ﬂows

Section T1.4.3 of the FEIR addressed the nnpacts ef releasmg a 200 ¢fs. seasonai habltat flow in
conjunction With a pump station with a ‘pumping capacity of 50 cfs. The seetion notes that under
such @ seenario, the amount of water that would be discharged to the Délta would be less than the
amount of water discharged to the Delta in the pre-project petiod. It was also congcluded that the
maxiruin aviount of ‘water that would be released in a year to the Dcita virder such & scenario
would bean addltional 928 acre-feet,

The FEIR also reperted the results of flow modeling of up to 200 ofs f:hroaghout the river
‘undertaken by the Consultants as part of the development of: the LORP Plan. The modeling results

did not indicate any significant environmental impacts of such flows. Finaily, durmg the-winter of

2007-2008, 4 habitat flow of-up to 210 cfs was released from the River Intake and the flow was
' -augmentﬁ'd by releases. from the Alabdma Gates to pmwée 2200 ¢ofs flow in lower reaches of the
tiver. Inn & report titled Scasonal Habitat Flow Report (June 15, ?_@{}8) the Conswltants reported no
mgmﬁcant environmental impactsof the release of the flows: cm the river and. surroundmg areas.

Based upon the foregoing, the angmentation of seasonal habltat flows.of up to. 200 cfs throughout
‘the tiver and/or-an increase-in the duration of the flow which do not increase the amowit of water
by~passeé to the Delta by maore than 928 acre-feet will not cause new. significant énvironmental
effects or a substantial i increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects or canse

significant impacts on the water supply ‘to the City of Los Angeles beyond those identified in the
EIR. .

CONCLUSION

Based on the environmental analysis prepared for the currently proposed project modification, the
LADWP has demonstrated that the proposed project modification qualifiss for an addendum to the
previously certified 2004 EIR.

LORP FEIR Addendum G — May 2010
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LORP FEIR ADDENDUM FOR SEASONAL HABITAT FLOW AUGMENTATION -~ MAY 2010

BASIS FOR DECISION TO PREPARE ADDENDUM -

The LADWP was the lead agency responsible for preparing the July 2004 FEIR and is the public
agency that has the .primary responsmﬂity for ‘approving the currently proposed project
modifications. Therefore, ‘the LADWP is the appropriate lead agency to evaluate the potential

gnvironmental effects of the currenfly proposed project m@ﬂiﬁcatmns that are-the subject of this
Addendum.

CEQA Guidelines §15164(a) allows 4 lead agency fo prepare an Addendum to a EIR as follows:

The lead agency or responsible agency shall prepare an addendum toa prevzousfy
certified EIR if some changes or additions dre necessary but not one of the

- conditions described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR
have occurred ‘

‘CEQA Guidelines §15162 states:

- (o} When an BEIR has been certified or a negative declaration adopted for a project,
no subsequent EIR shall be prepared for that preject unless the lead dgeney

 determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in the light of the whole. record one.
i ar more of the following:

i) Substantial changes. are proposed 1 the project which will require major

revisions of the previous EIR or negative declaration due 1o the invelvement of rew

- significant environmenial effects or a substantial increase. in the severity of
previously identified significant-effects;

(2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under Which the
project is underiaken “which will require muajor revisions of the previous EIR or
Negative: Declaralion due to the involvement of new significant environmental

effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant
effects; or

(3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous

EIR was certified as complete or the Negative Declaration was adopted, shows any
of the following:

(4) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the
previous EIR or negative declaration,

(B) Significant effects previously examined will be substaniially more severe than
shown in the previous BIR;

LORP FEIR Addendum K3 T ' May 2010
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(C} Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in
fact be feasible, and would substantialfy reduce one or move significant effects of

the project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mzfzgatzon Heasure or
alternative; or

(D) Mitigation measures.or alfemaiives which are considerably different from those
anlyzed in the previous EIR would substantzally reduce one or more significant

effects. on the environment, bul the project proponents declme to -adopt ithe
mitigation measure o¥ alternative.

- N

Based on the envrmnmenta.‘{ analysis of the cuzrently proposed "pmject mod:ﬁcatxons the LADWP
has concluded  none of the conditions deseribed in CEQA Guidelines §15162 caihng for the
preparat:on ofa subsequent EIR or negative declaration has ocourred. '

’_{‘herefere, it can be concluded that purswant to’ CEQA Guidelines §15164(a), the proposed project

" modifications are only minor technical changes:or additions, and as such, an addendum:to the 2004

EIR for the Lower Owens River Project may be prepared

REFERENC]JS

Ecosystem Scaences nc. 2(}62 Lower Owens Rwer Project Ecosystem Management Plan

Los Angeles D.cp'mﬁn@n_t_ of ’Waterand Power 2@04, Fm_al‘Envzrmgmental .irpgact— Report forthe
Lower Owens RiVGI' Pro;ect o |

1997 Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Los Angeles Department of Water and

Powerthe Go‘un'ty of Inyo, th'f-..‘r ',Caliibnﬁﬁ Department of Fish and Game; the California State Lands
Commission, the Sierra Club, and the Owens Valley Commiittce

2006 Final Supplemental LORP EIR.
2007 Addendum to the LORP FEIR on Flow Measuring Stations
Ecosystem Sciences, Ine. 2008, Lower Owens River Project Monitoring, Adaptive Mariagement

and Reporting Plan
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Table

Riverine-Riparian System Adaptive Management Measures
(Modifications Shown.in Ttalics)

Measure Descriptien Biirpose Monitoring Trigger
Modify releases | Release higher quelity water from spilipates. | Inprove water {uality and | See Table 2.0
during establishment | Any such rcleases from spillgates will | create freshwater refoges
of baseflows continue until. (I) water quelity at the | for fish, as needed, ‘at

monitoring station linked to the spillgate
and in the river below the spillgate channef
rises above the water quality thresholds, or
(2} fish at the monitoring stations are not
exhibiting signs of stress, If releases from
afie or more of these spiligates ave required,

flows to the tiver will be adjusted s that |

approxu'nately 40«02'5 are mamtamed.

tiree spillgate  retumms
along the wetreach of the

Tiver:

Modify releases to

Incréase release rates from the River Initake

Maintain 2 flow - of

Maniforing dasindicate that a flow-of approximately 40 cfs is not being maintained
slong the length of the river, based on data collected at one or more of the temporary

maintain baseflows -and/or from spillgates to increase flow in | approximately 40 ofs 24
| the river to approximately 40 ofs. throughout: the river. and/or permiatient monitoring stationis.
Release higher quality | During the first three releases of a scasonal | Improve water quahty and | SeeTable 2:9

water from spillgates

during the first three

releases  of seasonal

habitat flows

habitat flow, if necessary, rélease higher
quality water from spiligates. Any such
teleases from spillgates will continue umtil
{1} the water ghality has improved above
the water quality threshalds, or (2) the fish

-are not exhibiting signs of stress.

éreate freshwater -refupes
for fish, as needed, af
three  spillgate  rewrns
along the wet veach of the

river.

Modify the timing of
seasonal habitat flows

Adjust tming of seasonal habitat flows to

-miaxitize seed dispeisal dand germination
and-avoid seeding period of exotic species.

Bewter achieve habimt.

goals.

Monitoring data indicais that seasonal habitat flows are being released outside of the
peak time of seed development and/or flows need to ' be adjusted 10 acoount for
variable szed: developmerit between upper-and lowerviver reaches. A determination
rhiatthe hebitat goals are not being achieved will be based upon motiitoring data that
show that Hiabitats are not achieving desired trend in habitat characteristics that relate
to-undersiory struchure and corposition and recruitmént that are important to the
“habitat indicator spedies,” speeial statug wildlife spec:es, and plants of coneern to
Native Americhns.
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Measure

Description

Pixrpdse

Monitoring Trigger

Modify the ramping:
I pattern  of seasopdl
habitat flows -

Adjust the peak - flow and/or length of e

- during which scasomal habitat flows are

released. -

‘Better.

achieve habit’:’;t;
goals, Conserve water if

habitar goals won't be : i
| first-5 years).or sustdined through time (within the: 15-ysar monitoring pedod) in

compromised.

Habitat goals are not being achieved because the flow patlern: and duration are not
optiimzl. A -etermination: that the hiabitat goals are not béing achieved will be based
ipthanotiteting dats that:show riparian plats kre not being recruited. (within the

areas subject to out-cii?ﬁshanné;;ﬂobding ﬁgm seasonﬁl’ha’bitatﬁéwa.

Modify the magnitude

Augment the amount of seasonal habitar

Berter  avhizve  Kobitar

Habimr goafs are ot bemg ‘achieved because Iize amoum of tha seasonal habitat

beaver dam  domtrol
activities

and/or to remove beaver dams

beaver datms andlor tap
beavers '

andior  duralion of | flow below the River Inicke andior the | goals. i flow pelow the-River Infake. andfor-the duration of the flow are not optimal, A
seasonal habirat flows | duration of the weasonal habit fiow determination that the habitat goals are hot being achieved will be based upon

provided that increase ‘it the duration - monitoring data that show riparian plants are not being recruited (within the first 5

and/or the amount of the flow. does noi years) or sustained - throtgh tinie- (Within the S-year monitoring period) in areas

result in an ainual increase inexcess of 928 subjectio cut-ofchannel ﬂoodmg from seasonal habitar flows.

| acre-feer of water being by:pussed to the : ’
1 Delta.
Modify schedules for | Adiust dmifng of mainfenance activifies or | Miniihize niterferenie Mamteuance andlor mechanmai intervention sctivitiés arc interfering with ‘bird
maintenance angd | miechanical imtervention-activities. with. bird _nesting on | nesting, or migration;. planit seeding, etc, Interference will be avoided by scheduhng-
trechanical migration, plant seeding, | maintenance during non- critical pmods.
intervention activities o ' ' .
Plant native | Encburage the establishment of vegetation | Augriént natural | Natural revegetatton is not oecurring to the, extent expectcd even afier adjustments
vegetation speciés at specific sites, ! revegetation  processes of seasonal habitat ﬂows and/or adjustments to grazing mariagement.
where hedessdry. '
Disperse native plant | Dispérse seeds of native vegetation into the | Aungmert. . natural | Notural revégetaiion i3 noroccurring to the exvent expected.
| seeds during sedsomal | river during seasonal habitai flows and/or | revegeiation  processes | - ' ' )

habitat flows itto areas that will be fnundated by seasonal | wherenecessary. :

Habitat flows.
Remove tules- Maintain stream flow by controlling tules. | Mechanically  remove | Tule growthiis hindering stream flow-or achievement of habitat goals.

| tules: from the siream. | & -
1 channel.

Modify ‘beaver and | Increase ongoing efforts to control beavers | Methanically remove | Beaver activity s hmdcnng achievement of habitat goals. A determination that

‘beaver activity s hindeting the achicvement of habitat goals will be based apon
momtonng data that show flooding due:to beaver dams is causing the death of ires

| -spécics and/or preventing. the drowth or deévelopment of new trees in suitable
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Measuire

Description

Purpose

Monitormg Tr ngger

| riparian yeds,

fending, for riparian

1 Modify fencing, or
addition  of new

Install new ferding, move an existing fence
aligiiment, or remove fencing to obtain
desired cattle distribution and control.

Better manage livestock
grading

| Emstmg Tivestack gramug stratagm are hindering achieverment of habitat -goals,
based upon mdnitoring dita that: show recruitment oy growth of desired vegetauon is
'prevenwd ot -inliibited. due to. current grazing sirafegies, requiting a grazing

and upland pastures management: changﬂ

Modify utilization § Alter utilization rates employed fo manage | Better | achi¢ve 'hafb'riléxt‘ Emsftmg lrvesbock gra.ﬁng strazeyes are Hindering achtevemcnt of habitat goals; '

rates  and  timing | livestock grazing and/or aler iming of | goals by  improving | based upon monitoring data that show recruitment or growth of desired vegetation i

within npatian  and | Hvestock grazing 4 ripaiidn vegetation | prevented or iinhibitéd due to cumént grazing strategits, reguiring a graxng

upland pastares : I_E:crﬁitm‘ent-an& growth -~ managemerit changa

Install grazing | Add new grazing exclosures or -remove Better pmtoct wrgas of Lwestock #razing may potentially affect sensitive, threatened or endangered plants.,

exclosures " exclosbres. “sénsitive, ‘thréatened or | A determination that livestock grazing could affect sensitive, threatened or
Bndangéred. ‘speeles; | endangered plants will be based upon monitoring data that shows grazing is either
atid/or promote Jsite | facilitating or preventng the health 4hid ‘protection of T&E plant populations; which

j _-specnﬁc recovery ' dewnninw"'thefnec&s',ityrfonexclosures. .

Modify livestock: lTempbraniy e!iminéte" I&mtock grazing, "Pr{qmgte recmvcry of Wlldﬁre affects: a pottioh of the pm_]t.ct ared ‘and ﬂle szte is not recovering.

management. reduceutilization rates and/or. ahange timing | habitat ﬁltowmv & | adequarely.

Tollowing wildfire of grazing following awildfiré. wildfire. :




