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March 21, 2013
The Chairperson called the Water Commission meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Jill Kinmont Boothe School, George Lozito conference room, Bishop, CA. Water Commissioners in attendance were Chairperson Mike Prather, Mike Carrington, Sally Symons, and Bruce Dishion. Commissioner Red Owl was absent.  Present from the Water Department were Bob Harrington and Laura Piper.

1. Pledge of Allegiance

 Commissioner Prather led the Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Public Comment
Sally Manning - Environmental Director for Big Pine Paiute Tribe – Ms. Manning stated 42% of LADWP pumped wells are exempt.  Ms. Manning discussed the exempt wells in detail and at length with reference to the Water Agreement and Green Book. Ms. Manning posed the following questions to the Water Commission;

 a) When is the technical group going to stop exempting wells and do something about the excessive amount of pumping from exempt wells? 

b)  Should the Technical Group continue to exempt wells anytime LADWP asks 

c)  Is the decision to exempt a well a policy decision? 

d)  Should the public, the Water Commission and or the Board of Supervisors have input into decisions made at the technical group regarding wells exceptions and if so how should that input from the public and Inyo County leaders be acquired and handled 
 e)  Is the Technical Group free to exempt wells based on other criteria not listed in the Water Agreement or Green Book, that is even if the well could potentially affect groundwater dependent vegetation? 
 f)  Can the Technical Group make a finding that the affect is not significant and thus they exempt a well?   

 g)  If the water table has dropped below the root zone of groundwater dependent vegetation it means the plants no longer have access to the water table.  Under these serious conditions, the vegetation will not respond directly to further drawdowns of the water table.  This is a condition to meet the groundwater existing vegetation; is it fair for the technical group to tell the public that pumping that result in further lowering of the water table is not significant. 
 h)  If the Technical Group exempts a well because they think it won’t cause a significant environmental affect, should the Technical Group be compelled to state the criteria for threshold for significance.
 i)  When the Technical Group exempts a well, should they be required to provide an analysis for the prospects of regional water table recovery with the addition of the new pumping from that exempt well.
Dr. Harrington and the Commissioners discussed various exempted wells.

Sally Manning – Ms. Manning asked who decides the significance.  She stated the area is suffering (Big Pine) from exempt well pumping and if continued the area will never reach baseline.
John Scholl – Mr. Scholl said he is interested in habitat in the area and would like to know more about what the Water Commissions role is, the relationship to LADWP, and if there are checks and balances going on.  When water is lost is anyone accountable? Commissioner Prather directed Mr. Scholl to the Water Department website which will provide the information he is looking for and the Inyo County Water Department for any additional questions.  Dr. Harrington also directed Mr. Scholl to Resolution 99-43 that will give him the information regarding the role of the Water Commission and  the Water Agreement which lays out the relationship regarding water resources between Inyo County and LADWP.
3. Approval of minutes from January 17, 2013 meeting
Moved by Commissioner Dishion and seconded by Commissioner Symons to approve the minutes of the January 17, 2013 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.
4. Director’s report concerning Water Department activities
 Dr. Harrington provided an update on the valleys precipitation and runoff and provided a data sheet.
Public Comment – Earl Wilson – Mr. Wilson asked if the triggering mechanism is part of the green book or is it actually in the Water Agreement.  Dr. Harrington said the Water Foul Management Area flooded acreage is in the MOU, the on/off is in the Green Book which is an appendix to the agreement, the seasonal habitat flow is from the LORP EIR and the MOU as well.

Public Comment – Sally Manning – Ms. Manning stated 42% of the wells aren’t affected by runoff monitoring so the on/off sights don’t necessarily catch everything.  She would suggest that there is another approach given that LADWP may present 2-6 month pumping programs and that would be to use those models to project where the County would like to see the water tables as of April 2014 and then work backwards to determine how much pumping, if any, could be sustained given the goal of water table conditions.
Public Comment – Daris Moxley – Ms. Moxley asked who does the vegetation monitoring and how is it done.  She stated she understood that there are pictures of certain areas to compare.  Ms. Moxley asked what is going to happen with the vegetation this year; will the County wait 10 years and take it to court?  Commissioner Prather told Ms. Moxley the vegetation monitoring methods and all reports are on the website.  She stated Type E vegetation is no longer monitored.  Dr. Harrington stated there is not a good monitoring program for Type E vegetation.
Dr. Harrington gave an update on the recent Technical Group activities, Standing Committee, the LORP Recreational Use Plan presentation made by the consultants, a letter from LADWP of support for the LORP Recreational Use Plan, and the Owens Lake Master Plan.
Public Comment – Sally Manning – Ms. Manning requested copies of the correspondence between Inyo County and LADWP over the Owens Lake Groundwater Evaluation Plan.  
Public Comment – Earl Wilson – Mr. Wilson requested that comments regarding Owens Lake Groundwater Evaluation Plan be emailed to him.
Dr. Harrington discussed the CG Roxane expansion project, the decision regarding the Hidden Hills project, DWR Groundwater Monitoring, and the IRWMP grant application.
Public Comment – Sally Manning – Ms. Manning asked if the County was going to be the fiscal agent for the IRWMP grant and asked if the Board agreed.  Dr. Harrington stated the Board agreed but a grant has not been awarded yet.
Dr. Harrington stated at the last Water Commission meeting Ms. Masters requested data on the water table depths in Independence and Lone Pine and it has been provided to the Commissioners in a memo.  Commissioner Prather asked that this data be provided at the next Water Commission meeting.

Public Comment – Earl Wilson – Mr. Wilson asked if an extension was requested on the CG Roxane expansion project.  Dr. Harrington stated he was not familiar with the request.
5.  Commissioners Report

a) LORP fire report 

Commissioner Prather suggested discussing this item with agenda item 6.
b) Laws/McNally field trip report 

Commissioner Prather provided an update on the Laws/McNally field trip and asked to discuss further field trips at the next Water Commission meeting.
6. LORP fire report
Mr. Freilich of the Inyo County Water Department provided an update to the Commissioners on the recent fire in the Lone Pine area and the effects on the vegetation. He also stated there would be opportunities for volunteers to help with the reseeding in that area.
Public Comment – Daris Moxley – Ms. Moxley asked Mr. Nolan how long the cows would need to be moved from the area and will he be able to return them in the fall.  He said maybe next season.
Public Comment – Sally Manning – Ms. Manning asked what happened to the beaver in the burn area.  Commissioner Prather stated he believes they are still there.  Ms. Manning stated LADWP came up with a plan to study how to best control them if they are going to be an issue in that area.

Public Comment – Tom Nolan – Mr. Nolan stated there are still beaver in that area.  
7. E/M Project Evaluation
Dr. Harrington stated the County sent LADWP a letter regarding the BP Northeast Regreening Project and whether or not they will entertain the possibility of taking 10 acres of irrigated water from that project and transferring it to another parcel, down between the Big Pine Reservation and the Big Pine High School.  The Big Pine Tribe had expressed concerns about this parcel in correspondence with LADWP and there was an idea that the County could address some of the concerns by modifying the project.  LADWP replied that while they were interested in modifying the Big Pine Northeast Regreening Project they would be open to talking about another solution regarding that particular parcel.
Mr. Freilich stated that discussions with LADWP are continuing regarding the E/M project evaluation.  

8. Public Comment
Daris Moxley – Ms. Moxley stated when the field trip was done to the McNally Ponds, there was a chart that said how many years it had water in it, she said it didn’t show very many.  She said since this mitigation project doesn’t seem to be working out, what happens to the project.  Does the water go to another mitigation project.  Commissioner Prather said it can be modified by both parties (LADWP/Inyo) through the agreement, it can be ended and something else created elsewhere.  Ms. Moxley said it has been in limbo for a long time and who initiates the change to this mitigation project.  Commissioner Prather stated the Technical Group could discuss this project.  Dr. Harrington stated is has already been initiated with the Standing Committee request to evaluate all e/m projects.
Bob Prendergast – Mr. Prendergast stated LADWP is interested in changing some of the e/m projects at the Technical Group, Standing Committee, or Water Commission should anyone have any suggestions.  With regard to the suggestion in Big Pine, LADWP is interested in keeping the Big Pine Northeast Regreening Project as is but as far as another e/m project being modified, they would entertain that idea.
Sally Manning – Ms. Manning stated these were called e/m projects in the 1980’s before the Water Agreement but when the Water Agreement came into effect, these projects were transitioned to become mitigation for the project, the second barrel of the aqueduct.  She said McNally Ponds is a mitigation project that isn’t being honored and when the entity fails to provide mitigation, it has repercussions for the project itself.  Perhaps the second barrel of the aqueduct isn’t valid if the projects are being done according to the EIR and the agreements that are in place.  Who’s losing by these projects not being implemented and what kind of compensation does this valley get for years of things not happening or being behind schedule. She said she believes there is a lot of leverage the County has on these issues and she doesn’t see any action.
9.  Schedule next Water Commission Meeting
The next Water Commission Meeting was scheduled for Thursday, April 25, 2013 in Big Pine. 
10. Adjourn
 The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 7:41 p.m.
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