Potential uses for the remainder 1600 af MOU water obligation.

The five sites attached to this e-mail are examples of places that should be considered for the remainder 1600 af water obligation.  It is important to note that these sites were not visited, they were chosen from looking at air photos and discussing the sites with other staff.  The blue outline is not a definitive boundary, it is for general location purposes.  Sites were considered to be potential candidates if there was a nearby source of water, would improve or create riparian habitat, and/or augment or provide connectivity with other riparian habitat.

Bishop Area – This area is SE of the town of Bishop.  It is not obvious why the area has not recovered after a fire.  Several reasons that my be limiting recovery could be downcutting of the Owens River, disuse of a ditch or meander that used to carry water to this area, or a surface disturbance that has limited natural recovery.  Could this area support riparian trees if water were applied through old ditches or meanders?  A riparian forest in this area would augment the riparian habitat along the river and provide some connectivity between Buckley ponds, China slough, and Saunders pond.

Big Pine – This area is NE of the town of Big Pine.  It appears that Big Pine Creek used to fill meanders as it headed to the Owens River.  The river has good riparian habitat in this area that would be favorably augmented by meanders of Big Pine Creek if it would support additional riparian forest.

Fish Springs – It appears that the spring flow used to fill meanders on its way to the Owens River.  The hatchery water now flows through a dredged, down-cutting ditch.  This erosion and dredging is likely causing the meadow to drain.  Water from the hatchery could be used to fill the old meanders and hopefully create a riparian forest that would augment the Owens River habitat.  This would likely contribute greatly to providing enhanced Yellow-billed Cuckoo habitat.

Little Seely Springs – Water from Little Seely Springs may have flowed south into the meadows before draining to the Owens River.  What is the rate of water overflowing into the river and could this be effectively diverted into the meadows without increasing pumping?  Enhancing the riparian forest in this area would provide connectivity with Hines Spring and Calvert Slough.

Calvert Slough – This site may already have good riparian habitat.  Could additional spreading increase the forest canopy in this area?  This site would provide connectivity with Hines Spring and Little Seely Springs.

